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PREFACE. 


Boaſted performance hath lately appeared 
in the world, entitled, The life of Cardi- 
nal Pole : but under that cover carrying on a 
deſign more important and dangerous, viz. to 
promote the cauſe of Popery, and to juſtify 
principles and practices inconfiſtent with the 
conſtitution of this kingdom, both civil and 
eccleſiaſtical. 1 
The title page proclaims its publication at 
Oxford; and from this circumſtance many an 
unwary reader hath been led to imagine that 
it came out ju//u or permiſſu ſuperiorum : and, 
in fact, many an ungracious reflexion hath 
been thrown out on the univerſity upon that” 
account. It will therefore not be thought im- 
proper to undeceive the publick, by this ſhort 
and plain repreſentation of the caſe. The 
work prepared for the preſs was in form brought 
to the vice-chancellor, and ſubmitted =h, - 
inſpection; by his order it was peruſed and 
examined : it was cenſured and rejected, as a 
X production 
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production unfit to receiye the ſanction of our 
renn; preſs. 

A modeit author would probably have been 
inclined to withdraw himſelf from the place 
where he had given offence, and to diſſemble 


the diſgrace or merit of ſuch a repulſe: but 
Mr. Philips ſeems reſolved that Oxford ſhould 


not be deprived of the intended honour ; he 


- accordingly gains an eaſy acceſs to another 
preſs in the city, where no imprimatur or 


| r uired: in this manner his 


work came out 125 the world. 
It is not my buſineſs or inclination, to en- 
ter into a diſpute with this gentleman : this is 
already undertakenand executed by abler hands. 
But I cannot help conſidering every attempt of 
this kind, as an admonition to the clergy of 
the eſtabliſhed church to ſtand upon their 
guard in oppoſition to thoſe, who lie in wait 
to decerve. When any celebrated author 
comes forth with a plauſible volubility of lan- 
, and declamatory cloquence—with fly 
8 and bold aſſertions— with ſpeci- 
ous colouring, and artful miſrepreſentations, 
calculated merely to amuſe and delude ſuperfi- 
cial obſervers, to divert their attention from the 
more important points in debate, when ſo 
much art and induſtry is uſed to recommend 


principles of Popery ; it certainly behoves us 


to take the alarm, to exert our belt endea- 


vors in defence of our eſtabliſhment, to repel 


the open attack, and detect the ſecret fraud 
| i "i 


— 
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to take off the diſguiſe of falſe appearances, and 
confute the fallacious reaſonings. 

It may here perhaps be faid, that this hath 
already been done to good purpoſe by our di- 
vines, and eſpecially in that critical period of 
time before the revolution. All this is in- 
deed true; and to thoſe excellent writers I re- 
fer all thoſe who want more exact and full in- 

formation in any particular points; but ſurely 
it is not neceſſary that every ee thabls 
at once be carried out into this wide field of 
controverſy: it is rather expedient that he 
ſhould be furniſhed with a ſtock of ſome pre- 
vious notices ;3 {ſuch as would be of general 
uſe for pra 2 or ſome ſort of manual, 
which ſets forth the principal points in dif) 1. 
fairly repreſented, and rightly ſtated, 115 
compendious and diſtinct manner: ſo that he 
may be enabled to form a juſt judgment con- 
cerning the merits of the cauſe, to Ive 
the difference between Catholick goſpel-doc- 
trines, and the peculiar tenets of the church of 
Rome - between novelty and antiquity - be- 
tween authority merely human and divine, and, 
in à word, between Popery and Chriſtianity. 
This is what I chiefly have in view: and in 
proſecution of this deſign, I have entered upon 
a regular ſeries of diſcourſes, in Which I dif- 
tinctly examine the twelve additional articles 
of pope Piuss creed; ſhewing their inconſiſt. 
ency with goſpel verities, and the tenor of 
en et JAG N Chriſtianity. 
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"Chriſtianity. I conceive this is laying the 
axe to the root of the tree : for however many 
other branches of matters controverted between 
Romaniſts and Proteſtants may admit of ſome 
palliation; yet ſurely, theſe muſt on all hands 
allowed to be characteriſtical, the teſt of au- 
thentic and genuine Po ry, not to be dif- 
ſembled or diſavowed, being a ſummary of 
doctrines eſtabliſhed by the council of Trent, 
-and incorporated into their creed, and made an 
EIA part of the Catholick confeſſion of 
I am ſenſible that to ſtate the true notion of 
their doctrines in ſuch a manner as the Roma- 
miſts themſelves will allow, is a matter of no 
mall nicety and difficulty ; i COLT ſince 
many are delivered in terms indefinite and de- 
fignedly ambiguous, in the language of the 
ſchools, rather than of the 1 and ac- 
cordingly give room for the exerciſe of ſophiſ- 
try He evaſive ſubtilties.  T have LS Hd 
all along to repreſent them fairly as explained 
and defended by themſelves, and not by draw- | 
ing conſequences to im Ao i to them principles, 
which they appear vow. Therefore in 
the courſe of my 77 I do not build upon 
the opinion of any particular doftors, however 
eminent and reſpectable, but upon grounds 
which they efteem more fore and infallible, 
the decrees of their council. And in order to 
aſcertain the true meaning and intents of theſe 
decrees, I have collected the ſenſe of * fa- 
ers 
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thers by whom they were compiled, as recorded 
in the hiſtory of thoſe times, and fully ex- 
preſſed in the courſe of the previous debates, 
and confirmed by ſubſequent practice, and com- 
mon acceptation by the tenor of their liturgies, 
cathechiſm ad Parochos, and ſuch like authentic 


documents. Upon the whole I conceive,” that 


nothing more is wanted toward the full confu- 
tation of this corrupt ſyſtem, than a true ſtate 
of it clearly N This is what I at- 
tempt to do: and if the common apprehenſion 
of the daily encreaſe of Popery be well found- 
ed, the attempt will be thought not leſs ſeaſon- 
able than important; and be ſerviceable" to 
the cauſe of genuine Chriſtianity,” by pointing 
out the corruptions brought in by the church 
of Rome, and furniſh our people with arms 
offenſive and r A a common 
* | 
My thoughts on wis ſubjett I parpalb' m due | 
time to communicate to the publick: in the 
mean while; till this attack be made in form 
againſt the head- quarters of the Romaniſts, 1 
ſend out this {mall performance by way of pre- 
lude, or flight fkirmiſh, velitabio pro raftris, in 
order to explore their ſituation, diſpoſition, and 
force, and 2 e 4 ſome petty hofttl- 
Ress 
Tis end that our gopher in 180 
courſe of hiſtory, acts out of character, and be- 


comes RP a bo rence 1th writer 3 ; and takes 
12 FE Df $93 | ( + BA much | 
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much pains to dreſs out his ſcheme of Popery 
in the Feet colours, with all the wanton fancy 
of a painter: we. ſee it recommended by the 
incommunicable high character of 3 
primitive . apoſtolical tradition, and 
| oy circumſtance which may give it an air 
of dignity and veneration. On the other hand 
| take the liberty by way of contraſt, to 
confider this admired ſyſtem in a very different 
t of view, and is forth a different repre- 
— of Popery, and ſhew the Romaniſts 
to themſel ves in a true light, ſhew that their 
boaſted antiquity is — no other than a pious 
fraud, and an innovation on tlie original Chril. 
tian plan that their apoſtolical traditions are 
no other. than the inventions of fallible, falla- 
cious men, which have made God's. command - 
ments of none effect. In a word, I conſider 
Popery, as ſuch, in no other view, than as the 
co. ru of Chriſtianity digeſted into an 
artificial ſyſtem: corruptions ſimilar in kind 


| ————————— con- 
in the Scribes and Phariſees. Accord- 
ingly I have drawn out a parallel, and conſi - 


5 the character of thele Scribes and Pha- 
Jewiſh, in a compa- 


riſees, Chriſtian and 
rative view: I have pointed out their agree- 
ment in principle and practice, their agreement 
in the ſiniſter motives of proceedings, and 
wicked manner of conducting them, and with- 
al, —— 2 than. 5 re- 


dounding to the common cauſe of true __ 
4+ an 
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and virtue : and in conſequence, by parity of 
reaſon, I confider them both AS nnn in one 
common cenſure. 

I need not be told, that mel: is not de 
monſtration or direct proof of any controverted 
: I do not offer it as ſuch, but by way of 
illuftration, or argumentum ad hominem, ſuch as 
indirectly, and by reflexion from ſome known 
object transfers the reaſon to ſimilar circumſtan- 
ces, and by this application often produces 
that conviction which the moſt rigorous 


mentation cannot enforce. We lee this indi- 


rect manner of addreſs in many inſtances ap- 
with good ſucceſs : an uſeful moral leſſon 

is conveyed through the narrative of the diſtant 
fable: Mutato nomine de te Fabula narratur; - 
and by making the proper application, ne | 
come their own inſtructors. 

A comparative view of perſons a things 
ſer ves to enlarge their notions, and remove 
judices, affording entertainment for the 


imagination as well as exerciſe for the judg- 


ment; they are often ſurprized into the ac- 
knowledgment of many — which hither- 
to had eſcaped their notice; in the eaſe of 
others, they feel ſomething which afſects their 
_ own, and are at once ſtruck with the ſimilitude 
of features reflected by the upbraiding mirror. 
I have therefore in this ad to the 
Romaniſts thought it proper, rather to enter 
into the hiſtory of facts which ſpeak for them- 


ſelves; than fato doubtful diſputations about 
| a | 


Nee 
abſtruſe, controverted points of doctrines, 
which ſophiſtry and ſcholaſtic ſubtilty may per- 
plex and elude. Oppoſite characters are — 
drawn out and compared; the reader will 
judge of the propriety of the compariſon. "T's 
well known that objects viewed in a different 
light have a different appearance: and F wiſh 
that the repreſentation here made, may have a 
| effect on the minds of the Romaniſts: 
that they would lay afide their prejudices, and 
conſider their religious ſtate in this comparative 
view, and improve their obſervation to a good 
moral purpoſe, by avoiding thoſe faults which 
they, judging impartially, would readily con- 
m in others: in a word, I with they would 
ſeriouſly __ how far they are affected by 
and Phariſees, ſo ee the conviction of 
the like guilt, they would diſclaim thoſe prin- 
ciples and practices which they perceive ſo ſe- 
verely cenſured by our Saviour. I ſhall con- 
clude with the application of. St. Paul's prayer 
for the unbelieving Jews : Brethren, my heart's 
defire and prayer unto God for Iſrael is, that they 
might be ſaved ; os I bear them record that they 
bave a zeal of God, but not Sora to know- 
_ | 


MAT T H. xv. 1.—6. 
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' THEN CAME ro JEsus SCRIBES AND 
PHARISEES, WHICH WERE OF JERUSALEM, 
SAYING, WHY DO THY DISCIPLES' TRANS- 
GRESS THE TRADITION OF THE ELDERS ? 
FOR THEY WASH NOT THEIR "HANDS, WHEN 
THEY EAT BREAD. BUT HE ANSWERED, 
AND SAID UNTO' THEM: WHV Do YE ALSO 
TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENT OF Gop 
BY ' YOUR. TRADITION? FOR GoD con- 
MAN DED, SAYING, . HoNOUR THY FATHER 
* AND THY MOTHER, AND. HE THAT CURS- 
« ETH FATHER OR MOTHER, LET HIM DIE 
„ THE DEATH: BUT YE SAY, VV HOSOEVER 
SHALL SAY TO HIS-FATHER OR HIS MOTHER, 
IT IS A GIFT BY WHATSOEVER THOU 
MIGHTEST BE PROFITED BY ME, AND HO- 
NOUR NOT HIS FATHER OR HIS MOTHER, HE 
SHALL BE FREE, TI HUS HAVE YE MADE 
THE COMMANDMENT OF /GOD OF NONE EF- 
FECT. BY - YOUR TRADITION. 


HIS portion of ſcripture contains copious 
J matter, both hiſtorical and doctrinal; 
relating to a ſect of perſons, who made the 
moſt conſiderable figure in the Jewiſh church; 
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BE A 
but were condemned by Chriſt, as the great 


corrupters of God's true religion; as the 


auhors of groſs errors in doctrine and depra- 
vity in manners: they tranſgreſſed the command- 
ment of God by their traditions. 

Direct your views to a ſect of a fimilar cha- 
rater, the Scribes and Phariſees of the church 
of Rome : the authors of many groſs corrup- 
tions of chriſtianity. They alſs tranſgreſs the 
commandment f God by thetr Traditions. To 
them we may directly apply this expoſtulation 
and cenſure of our bleſſed Saviour; I ſhall 
endeavour to juſtify the application, and to 
ſhew the parity of N which involves them 


| in the like condemnation. 


T ſhall conſider the character of the Phari- 


ſees, both Yeiſb and Chriſtian, in a comparative 


view. I ſhall point out their agreement in 
principles and practiſes, alike falſchood in doc- 
trine, and ſuperſtition in worſhip: errors mul- 
tiplied on errors, and all ſpringing from one 
common cauſe, an authority — human ; 

yet obtruded on the people, as divine; and 
thus marked by our Saviour's cenſure: they 
taught for deftrines the commandments of men; 
and, in conſequence of this, they made the com- 
mandments of God of none effect thro their tra- 
Arion. This is indeed a very heavy charge; 

but that it is a juſt one and well founded, will 
appear from the courſe of the hiftory, which I 


hall now give of. their * 


— 


THEN 


E. 


THEN CAME To JESUS SCRIBES AND PHA- - 
RISEES [a]. 


| Theſe men had often entered into diſpute 
with him, and were as often baffled and con- 
futed. Now, as they on all occaſions watched 
his actions with an inſidious view, they thought 
that they had greatly the advantage of him in 
the preſent caſe. They accordingly, attack 
him wich this accuſation of his diſciples : by 
do they tranſgreſs the tradition of the — ? for 
they waſh not their hands when they eat bread. 
Here was a notorious overtact, an avowed 
breach of an eſtabliſhed rule : in the obſervance 
of which (among many others of like kind) 
the Phariſees placed no {mall part of their 
piety ; and fo, of courſe, every act of diſobedi- 
ence in this reſpect, would ſubject the offend- 
ing party to the imputation of irreverence, or 
prophaneneſs. 


[a] c ur, Tore xalarmrioOr. —afterthe miracle of the loaves— 
after his walking upon the ſea—aſter the people on the other 
_ the 1 5 flocked to him, and were cured of their diſ- 
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14 1 
How then doth our Saviour anſwer them ? 

He diſmiſſeth the frivilous charge without any 
notice : but retorts on them an accuſation of a 
more important kind: viz. why do ye alſo tranſ- 
greſs. the commandments of God by your iraditt- 
ons ?—Ye hypocrites, that flrain at a gnat, and 
ſwallow a camel. Ve blind guides, who rigo- 
rouſly inſiſt upon obedience to inſtitutions, in 
their nature indifferent, as to their uſes trifling 
and inſignificant, and as to their authority, 
merely human—and at the {ame time, without 
ſcruple, preſume to diſobey the expreſs com- 
mands of God in the more weighty matters 
of moral duty.— Such was our Saviour's man- 
ner of auſwering the objections of the Pba- 
riſces. 

Me allo may juſtly make the application to 
our own cal in like circumftances. If a 
Romaniſt ſhould demand of us, why do you 
Proteſtants reject image-worſhip—the invoca- 
tion of {aints—why do you tranſgreſs the tra- 
ditions of our church in theſe and other - like 
reſpects? We may with parity of reaſon retort 
on them our Saviour's expoſtulation : Why 
do you Romaniſts $ the commandments 
of Ged by .your traditions ? for God commanded 
faying, Thou ſhalt not make any graven image 
d thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy Gad, 
and bim only ſhalt thou ſerve. In as much as 
ye diſregard the laws of God, vain, are all 
your pretences to piety ; the ſcheme of your 


— 1s downright hypocriſy, aud your moſt 
. 28 zealous 


| E 
zealous ſervices ſuperſtition : in vain do ye 
worſhip God, while ye make his command- 
ments of none effect thro your traditions, 
Ihe obſervation, which I would here point 
out, is this: viz. that Chriſt's argument againſt 
the traditions of the Phariſees equally affects 
thoſe of the church of Rome: inaſmuch as 
theſe ſtand upon the ſame precarious and trea- 
cherous foundation, —contrived with a view to 
the ſame unworthy ends, and attended with 
the ſame miſchievous effects on religion. 
But to return to the hiſtory of the Scribes 
and Phariſees.—As: theſe men are ſcarce ever 
mentioned by our Saviour, but with - ſome 
ſevere cenſure and emphatical denunciation of 
woe, we have reaſon to preſume that their 
behaviour was more highly criminal than that 
of the other Jews. Let us then proceed to 
enquire into the grounds of this cenſure, and 
examine their peculiar principles and practiſes. 

With regard to the Scribes -I am ſenſible 
that they were an order of men, diſtinct from 
the Pharifees; and that this denomination im- 
plies only a certain proſeſſion or ſcheme of em- 
ploy ment, indeterminate as to this or that re- 
ligious fect. They are in ſeripture called, 
0 Tie -N eαπαε . Notodidac u; and in- 
— this order of men ſubſiſted in the Jewiſh 
church, long before the name of Phariſee was 
ever heard of. As to the general notion of 
their office, they ſeem to have been a ſort of 
publick notaries, amanuenſes, tranſcribers of the 

| | B 3 law, 
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LE... 
law, readers of the law, and expounders iti 
the ſynagogues. Aſter the ca ptivity, we find 
Ezre diſtinguiſh'd by this title & TRHHid s, 
2 in theſe religious ſervices. Now, 

men were converſant in tranſcribing 

an reading the law, tis probable that they ſet 

themſelves for bed, di, and inſtructors 

of the people. It is moreover probable, they 
were for the moſt part Levites, whole 

buſineſs it was to ſtudy and read the law. As 

I have before remark'd, they were not by their 

— ion 1 to any particular religious 

ery Scribe was a Phariſee, no more 

than every Pho ſee was a Scribe + St. Paul was 


a Phariſee, and not a Scribe. But however, 


fince we generally find them mentioned jointly, 
and involved in the ſame common cenſure, we 
may upon the faireſt grounds of probability 
conſider them as belonging to the {e& of the 
Phariſees, which they may be preſumed to 
prefer as being the moſt popular and reſpecta- 
ble in the Jewiſh church. | 

The Phariſees [i, as the original word im- 
were a ſect of Separatiſts, and in 
tiſe a kind of Puritans; they afſected a dk 
tinction of character from the common people, 
and F manner 


8 Ja. >. b. i. c. 85. 
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to the ſtudy of the law : which they pretend 
00 to underſtand more perſectly, and to inter- 
pret with more than ordinary ſkill, and to 
obſerve with a more rigorous: punctuality. 
They alſo affected a ſeparation from others, by 
the appearance of extraordinary ſanctity in their 
manners; inſomuch that they looked upon all 
others in compariſon of themſelves with ſome 
degree of contempt, or deteſtation. Such was 
the behaviour of the Phariſee in the temple 

ing, which our Saviour has repreſented, 

EE xvili. 11. Lord I tbant tber that I am not 
as other men are, extortioners, gy — 
or even as this Publican. From 9 
ceive, that the vain opinion of der, 
them proud and arrogant, even in 
ſes to God: and, with regard to their — 
bours, moſt uncharitable and cenſorious: they 
truſted in tbemſelues that they were righteous, and 
4 others. Such was their character in a 
general view. 

And now isnot this the very caſe of the Np | 
maniſis? do not they alſo claim a diſtinction of 
eminence and ſuperiority, and ſeparate them 
| ſelves from the communion of other chriſtians; 
© whom in compariſon. of themſelves they deſ- 
piſe, and treat with ſcorn and averſion,” as Pub- 
licans and Sinners? do they not to 
themſelves an excluſive right, as well as ſupe- 

riour abilities, to interpret the holy ſcriptures, 
and preſcribe the rule of faith and manners ? 
do they not pretend to a more perſect know - 
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. 0 
ledge of chriſtianity, and conſtitute themſelves 
the only true expoſitors and diſpenſers of goſ- 
pel doctrines ?—do not they withal affect the 
character of a more refined phariſaical ſanctity 
in manners, as well as an infallible orthodoxy 
in opinion? do they not truſt in themſelves 
that they above all other are eminently righ-. 
teous ? do they not pride themſelves in the 
variety of pious inftitutions, in ſo many dif- 
ferent orders of holy men, devoted to — glory 
of God and advancement of religion? In a 
word, do they not appropriate to their own 
particular — the diſtinguiſhing character 
of boly and catbolict, not only by way of emi- 
nence, but alſo exclufioely of all other chriſtian 
ſeats? And in what view do they look upon 
Proteſtants, but in ſuch as the Phariſe did on 
the Publican? They mark them for Hereticks 
and reprobate ſinners; and under that notion 
excluded from the poſſibility of ſalvation; the 
benefit of which they confine to themſelves 
within the pale of their own communion. 
But, after all, how unwarrantable and injurious 
is ſuch à proceeding ? how inconſiſtent with 
the common principles of — with the 
ſpirit of goſpel humility and charity? 

In the next place, the circumſtances of the 
riſe and prugreſi of this powerful ſect, deſerve 
our notice. The preciſe time indeed, which 
2 it birth, is no where mentioned in ſacred 

ory; we find there only the matter of fact 
5 viz. that it had taken deep 


root, 


2 
root, and its influence had become too preva- 
lent among the people. The firſt mention of 
its origin occurs in TFoſephus, Antig. xiii. c. 9. 
whoſe account we take in, as the beſt ſupple- 
ment in the goſpel hiſtory : and indeed his aſ- 
ſertions in this caſe, more eſpecially, deſerve our 
notice, inaſmuch as he proſeſſed himſelf a Pha- 
riſce ri Ou cet RUE % Now he 
ſpeaks of this ſect as exiſting in the time of 
the Maccabees, when Jonathan the high-prieſt 
ſent ambaſſadors to Sparta, xala re yoo ver 
1eeic c ray Idole nov, . rt Tav cyb por aw 
dia op uTeAapiCayov, wv u Twy Oapoaia creyilo, 
7 os Loddunaiw, „ TTY de Eooyw. We here find 
the firſt determinate period of their exiſtence. 
In general this is certain that, before the capti- 
vity, there no religious {es among 
the Jews. The ſchools of the prophets and the 
temple ſervice anſwered all religious purpoſes. 
Nor indeed after the captivity, while the ſpirit 
of propheſy did ſubſiſt in the church; at leaſt, 
not till after the time of Malachi, for it is 
highly probable that the prophets would never 
have permitted ſuch innovations and corrupti- 
ons to have paſſed without ſome notice and 
cenſure. And moreover, the ſon of Sirach, 
who generally mentions every moſt remarka- 
ble occurrence in his time, in fact takes no 
notice at all of this ſect, which made ſuch a 
reſpectable figure. + . 


From 


[ 10 ] 
From theſe circumſtances we are led to con- 
clude, that its origin was in theſe /ater times, 
in the times of confuſion and diſtreſs, under 
the invaſion of Antiochus; when the temple- 
ſervice was interrupted and prophaned : when 
an attempt was made to introduce the philoſo- 
phy, the doctrines and manners of the — 
While the Heathen governors were endea- 
vouring to eſtabliſh theſe abominations, in theſe 
circumſtances tis moſt probable that ſome emi- 
nent doctors aroſe among the Fews, ftudious 
of the law, and zealous to preſerve their reli- 
gion. In oppoſition to the Grecian philoſo- 
phers, they {ct up for public inſtructors; and 
applied themſelves to — ſtudy of the law: and 
the prophets in — ht beſt 
ſuit the taſte obfpeople : accordingly, — in order 
to gain credit in the world, they aflefted the 
appearance of uncommon ſanctity, At the 
fame time tis - obſervable, that they ſeem to 
have intermixed ſome tenets of the Grecian 
philolophy in their ſyſtem: viz. a kind of 
Aaical [e] ſeverity in morals the notion of 
— —— — with re- 
immortality of the foul and the 

— of the * their doctrine had 


the tincture of the [e] Pas pereurlvyark. 
[c] —.— alfa, rig refer be. Ty Tay Ee Trog 
[4] tem v5 na. Org fegt Tail —rpaoorohas Ty iH 


rarra GET. 


ſe] $uxm A th” pom uur, Arab I tus rior owpe Ty 
re aryalur H v dt garurm Te araerer, In this view the aſ- 


With 


4 
With what view this was done, whether by 
way of reſinement, or accommodation to the 
prevailing notion of the times, we preſume 
not to ſay, ſince the hiſtorian hath ſimply men- 
tioned the fact without giving any reaſons of 
NM. 2 E 1 ri n 
With regard to the progreſs of this ſect, it 
appears that in the time of Hyrcanus the Great, 
it became very powerful. That prince was 
for ſome time a diſciple and favourer of that 
ſect; and under his encouragment they greatly 
flouriſhed : but, on account of ſome quarrel, 
which happened about the latter end of his 
reign, he was quite alienated from them, and 
began to favour the Sadducees. The Phariſees 
in return gave much diſturbance to the go- 
vernment, which they could no longer direct: 
Toxav de Oberon newnoe 1 tum pay Tape ran luda. 
{4X5 0 0; Maran Koxug M aon e '& 
eier u, ran Ide, In ſhort, they were fuch 
maſters of addreſs, that they ſoon made their 
doctrines popular, and their influence in the 
ſtate became predominant. 119 gmt 
In the reign of Alexander, for 28 years, we 
perceive a convincing of their growing 
power. That prince did indeed endeavour by 
the interpo 


ſition of his authority in every ſhape 
to diſcourage and ſuppreſs this buſy faction: 
but he was embarrafled by their mtrigues, and 
ſertion of Herod is underſtood b ſome, that Job the Baut 


Was riſen from the dead, and his ſpirit exiſted in the perſon of 


[ 2 ] 
at length tired out and overcome by the ob- 
ſtinacy of their oppoſition; inſomuch that on 


his death-bed he gave a charge to his wife 


Alexandra, to admit the Pharifees into the ad- 


e rx of affairs, as — the only 
eans of peace and ſecurity to he goyern- 
is the did; and in fact 9 2 about 
nine — the Phariſees ruled in the ſtate with 
an abſolute power. Tai]z To Papomas ewe 
10e 015 N T0 og ect. ru agen x 1 ron 
12 y deff Texæveg, 0 rey beg abrig, Kalhuce, 
d rt α0 Gs Orr au f ] 7 Howdy /W²wgpæ do, 
ruro r aToxa|tonrt ro pv o Tis (Garinuas 
_uyw aun, Tw ds dupa 0 04 Org Such was 
their flouriſhing ſtate at this time; and we 
may not without reaſon preſume chat their 
power and influence was all alo WI 
together with their popularity. Wand hw 
_ afterwards mentioned by the hiſtorian near 
the time of our Saviour in the reign of Herod 
| the great: eripuwi]o de para mag at Io 
TE 5 ÞOapraic; . Dauscg 0 0 ru uabyr nc. So much 
we are informed, that they all along 
had a ſtrong party and influence at court, and 
more eſpecially among the ladies of the higheſt 
diſtinction: avloy j ν]¹ð9⁸ urid. A re- 
markable inſtance of which we ſhall hereafter 
have occaſion to mention. The hiſtory, is 
here brought down to the time of our Saviour, 
when their religious character more eſpecially 
comes under conſideration. 


* 


So 


LW 1] 
So then from this ſhort account given by 
the Jewiſh hiſtorian we collect the date of their 
origin, and trace out the ſteps of their progreſs: 
VIZ. in the times of general confuſion: and cor- 
ruption in the Jewiſh church, this new fet- of 
teachers aroſe : by the ſhew of ſuperior learn- 
ing and ſanctity, they gained reputation among 
the people: they ſoon diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by the ſingularity of their notions, and became 
heads of. a ſect: and, taking advantage of the 
people's 1gnorance and credulity, obtruded on 
them their own devices for doctrines of the 
Jewiſh church, recommended by the venerable 
name of traditions of the Elders. 
Lot us now apply theſe confiderations to the 
riſe and progreſs of Popery. Certain it is, that 
in the primitive ages, and many centuries aſter 
Chriſt there appear not any ſoot- ſteps of this 
religious ſect m the Chriſtian church. We 
trace out the date of its birth in later times, 
in the times of confuſion and general ignorance: 
in theſe dark ages of the church, there aroſe a 
new ſet of inſtructors, who introduced a new 
ſort of learning, and made new refinements 
in the ſcheme of religion: the reputation of 
uncommon knowledge render'd their . charac- 
ter reſpectable. They withal, out of an am- 
bition to diſtinguiſh the dignity of their reſ- 
pective orders, afſected the appearance of ex- 
traordinary ſanctity and ſcrupulous ſeverity of 
manners; taking advantage of theſe circum- 
ſtances, . they . exerted their influence over a 
credulous 
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_ eredulous illiterate people, and without contra- 

diction vented their ſeveral conceits, and in a 

manner new-model'd the ſyſtem of Chriſtiani- 

ty: I ſay in theſe dark ages certain doctors of 

the /chvols aroſe, men of ſubtile wit and bold 
enterprize, who, affecting the praiſe of novelty, 


and not contented with what was written for 
their inſtruction, ſet themſelves to make ſome 
new improvements, and went on with their 
work ſucceſsfully ; and at length framed a new 
artificial ſyſtem of divinity. Inſtead of the 
goſpel ſimplicity, ſcholaſtick ſubtilties, inſtead 
of the plain genuine doctrines of Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, their own cunningly-deviſed fables 
and wanton fancies were propagated and im- 
poſed on the ignorant people, under the notion 
of ecclefiaftical trad:tzons. And with regard 
to the governors of the church, they took care 
to ingratiate themſelves with them; they made 
themſelves inſtruments of aggrandizing the 
papal power: and, as the general tendency of 
their doctrines was directed to this point, they 
were ſure of meeting favour at court. And 
thus at length the doctrines of the ſchools were 
incorporated into the ſyſtem of the Catholick 
3 — A wonderful and horrible thing 1 
committed in the land: the prophets propheſy falſe- 
ly, and the priefts bear 2 — g and 
my people love to have it ſo: and what will they 
ao in the end thereof? Jer. v. 3o, 31. | 

- So much with regard to the circumſtances 
of the 7:/e and progreſs of theſe ſects. Let us 


* now 
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now conſider them as acting in a publick capa- 
city: 1ſt, as rulers of the Jews —2dly, as inter- 
preters of the divine law. We find that the 
Scribes and Phariſees poſſeſſed the places of 
higheſt dignity and power in church and ſtate: 


the fat in Moſes ſeat. In this their legillative 
capacity they exerciſed an arbitrary power over 
their brethren : they extended their authority 
beyond meaſure, they bound heavy burdensſe], 
impoſing an obligation on the people to obſerve 
thay traditions : and at the ſame time they 
ſcrupled not to diſpenſe with the obligation of 
a divine law. In ſhort, they over-ruled all 
liberty of private judgment, they required an 
abſolute implicit obedience to their decifions 
and ordinances ; they would brook no contra- 
diction, but put out of their ſynagogue all 
thoſe who refuſed to conform to their * 
and 

And is not this alſo the very caſe of che 
Romaniſts ? is there not a man, who ſitteth in 
Peter's chair, who exalteth himſelf above all 
that is moſt high among men, who ſtileth 
himſelf the vicar of Cbriſi—the head of the 
catholick- church and in all controverſies the 
ſupreme and infallible judge? Thele are in- 
deed pompous titles ow the claim of any 
mortal man.—Let us now obſerve how theſe 
_ rulers of * Chriſtian church exerciſe me 


ibn — ray Dian ruling done 76 
ral xaTayiy abihuun Ave vt un die | 
22 


. 
uſurped power. It is not to be diſſembled that 
they in eh reſpect act in the moſt arbitrary 
manner, not as ſervants of one common maſ- 
ter, but as /ords over the people's faith; and, 
in the plenitude of authority more than apoſ- 
tolical, they bind and looſe conſciences; they 
bind heavy burdens, making that neceſſary to 
ſalvation, which God hath not made neceſſary; 
and making that unlawful, which God hath 
not forbidden. And by cheir diſpen/ing power 
they diſanul the 3 even to goſpel 
duties: and who dares to contradict or oppoſe 
their decrees? how often in wantonneſs of ty- 
ranny have they put out of their ſynago 
and excommunicated thoſe, who worſhip God 
in the way which they call hereſy! / 
But, after all, we may well atk, what hath 
been- the ect of this eccleſiaſtical power ex- 
ereiſed in ſuch an arbitrary manner? Hath any 
good redounded from thence to the church ? 
have the principles of chriſtianity been better 
explain d and underſtood? hath the pretence 
of  znfallibility ſecur d the church from the 
_ poſſibility of errour? No: fo far. from this, 
that the purity of the goſpel doctrines. hath 
been corrupted by the baſe alloy of human 
inventions, unchriſtian * and practiſes 
authoriz d; in ſhort, a new rule of faith in- 
troduc d, founded: merely upon church- autho- 
rity, and the commandments of God made of none 
gelt. And with regard to their boaſted in- 


Jallibility - we cannot omit remarking that on 
different 


n 
different occaſions theſe Apoſtolical ju by 
their contradictory: determinations on the ſame 
caſe, have involuntarily diſproved their claim 
to this high prerogative. e 
Let Tg proceed to conſider them as 
publick inter preters of the divine law. In 
this capacity they often fall under our Savi- 
our's cenſure, the cenfure both of ignorance 
and hypocriſy : Woe unto you" Seribes and Pba. 
riſees, ye blind guide: uo rain al à gnat, and 
ſwallow a camel. It ſeems they would be 
thought to poſſeſs the key of knowledge as the 
only authoriz'd expounders and judges ; but 
in fact they miſunderſtood and miſapplied the 
ſenſe of the law: and their ſkill was chiefly 
employ'd, not in making reſearches and en- 
deavours to diſcover the will of God, but in 
trifling niceties, and ſubtile diſtinctions, and in 
— out the ways to evade the moral ob- 
igat ion. On the whole, they abuſed their 
authority, and the credulity of the people 
their blind followers were miſled by their counts 
ſels into variety of abſurd pfineiples and prac- 
tices. Here alſo we may obſerve their | 
cri; they ' pretended the higheſt reverence 
4 PLA law, and pleaded the merit of 
their ſtudy and abilities in explaining and en- 
forcing the precepts : but by their practiſe they 
really diſhonoured the word of Ged ; for, by 
ſubſtituting their own conceits and gloſſes on 
the text, which they called the traditions - 


. 
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the elders, and making theſe a rule of faith and 
manners, what elſe was this but virtually to 


charge the revealed will of God with zn/uffic:- - 
ency and imperfection? They made additions to 


the law of God, and put theſe upon the foot 
of equal authority: the ſuppoſition on which 


they proceeded was a proof of their arrogance, 
and, at the ſame time, APR tothe character 


' of that ſyſtem, which they repreſented ſo very 


21S —— and defective as to ſtand in need of 


ſuch ſupplemental aids. 

And doth not this cenſure equally affect the 
Romani a do not bey allo appropriate to their 
own church the ſole right and privilege of ex- 
pounding {cripture, and determining doctrines, 
and, under this claim, arbitrarily bind and 
loofe, introducing obligations and diſpenſati- 
ons without any divine warrant, impoſing 
whatever matters of faith or practice they think 
fit on the credulous ignorant people: And how W 
has their ſtudy, and {kill in divinity been chiefly 
employ d? not in a diligent and faithful ex- 

lication and application of the word of Gad, 
wy; in framing he new hypotheſes- multi- 
pluying ſcholaſtick or ſtudy- 
ing comments on the maſter of the ſentences, 
more than on the go/þe/, And what has been 
the ect of their caſuiſtry and nice diſtincti- 
ons; Dod rines have been render d more obſcure 
and unintelligible, and obligation to duties 
under ſome plauſible pretences more artfully 
ecluded.- We may withal in this inſtance 


perceive 


E 


perceive their bypoerify. They indeed bey 


à ſuperſtitious regard to the precepts of the 
church 


in vain do they pretend to honour God _—_ 
ume to diſhonour his written word; 


this they do, who derogate from its — 
and ſufficiency by ſubſtituting another rule of 
faith, and inſiſt upon the neceſfity of taking 
in tradition to ſupply the deficiency of holy 


* 


n the next place the Caſuiſtry of the Scribe 
and Phariſees deſerves our notice: Caſuiſtry in 


many inſtances inconſiſtent, abſurd and impi- 


ous, and, as ſuch, exploded and condemned 
by our blefled Saviour; and particularly in. 
that caſe, which gave oceaſion to the debate 
in the words of my text. He here expoſes. 
their hypocriſy in laying ſo great ſtreſs on an 
indifferent trifling ordinance, of authority 
merely human, when at the ſame time they - 
could without ſeruple diſpenſe with the obli- 


gation of the fifth commandment. For God 


_ commanded, ſayi Honour thy father 
1 Jie, which rb | 


ard thy mither L j: 


Ih Orig on this paſſage mentions fs particular circum- 


ſtances, which, on account of their ——_— claim our notice. 
od Oapicoamu tai d Tfappdlei Toa ahurf TY vo w- 


fa doc indiduracy a&oaPsrioy uy Tw EvaryyoOuy KEEN 1 86 aye % 
- ..» fi 


C34 the 


they obſerve. their own poſitive” 
inſtitutions with the moſt rigorous pune-- 
tuality ; at the ſame time it is notorious on 
how eaſy terms they diſpenſe with the more 
weighty matters of the moral law. Surely; 


KSL 


the expreſſion of all acts of natural afſection, 
kindneſs, reverence, and ſuccour: a duty uni- 
verſal and perpetual, ſounded in the eternal 
1 reaſon of things, and moreover enforced by a 
1 poſitive command of God; yet we perceive 
1 this all at once ſuperſeded and diſpenſed with, 
| by a new ſort of Caſuiſtry: I hoſocuer ſhall ſay, 
14 1t is a gift, whatſoever thou mighteſt be profited 
Ri by me-; and honour not his father and mother, be 
ſhall be free. Thus religion is brought in to 
excuſe the breach of filial duty, and piety 
itlelf is made the plea for diſobeying the ex- 
commandment of God. 

It ſurely behoves the Ramaniſis to conſider 
how far by parity of reaſon they are affected 
in the application of this cenſure to their caſe. 


SAH ay, & KN r- ECpaiw Tis tri N d 7% x ala Toy rαντ⁰ν 
- BTW t xoila. Eof ore, non, 5. dregl Toig voTpaminog Tiger; 
NNeraig, 1 Surajierog per, n CBAopuercr Bt amrobidoraco N areri- 
| o To 0P(Aopueror ex Tov r m hοννον, og Cννο 64g To yaG- 
d, io iar dg d Twr H,ö ares xo M 
ww ll ire Toi ofpeiigor rala Te. bin Aale, Kopoar tir 8 
eg, e, TET egi dwpor, arbnxa yay aro ty oy Tr, 65; Quor ab 
rug W110" Ta 5 Xen, We nn arlguiroig, a Tw Op 
eech, xa TH eig huTO, tee olores ovrexAciero y- To xa wn B- 
Mojurr®- awmoduras To x exert H Tw dvr, nn I; eg Tor Moy v. 
Tummy Tv Ow a wouar®- Te dee, nip dt ur 6 Javeirn; tote, Tw 
xen, TETO OTE THEG TWI Uiwy Toig Yoreucs* XG EAEyer AUTO; OTs 6 av 
#5 th , wal u funlir, rere ic amo Tv Kogoar Mapbar i Ty 
Moy8 Twr Ow araxtiurnauy , Ta axtorry; di Ye, dr Koe eri 
a e ee Tv Gt Fo M αEuhs, uri CAN A,, now h- 
” ixpndo run a α,ͤͤao Twy var. Ol uy ThpeoCuTiqet THavry wax 
Sus eig rug O70 TY AGB GAL ON, dri dic ay Tw alan vn fuilipi ei To | 
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A wafa doc d Ewing, a wvarriuparty vn than 
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In truth the Caſui/try of their besen as - 


interpreters of the divine law is too notorious 
to be diſſembled; and Jeſuitical evaſions are 
become infamous even to a proverb, and con- 
demned by many Romaniſts themſelves. In 
| their deciſion on nice and difficult points, the 
of wit and ſophiſtry is more 
them, than the pradfical uſe or purpoſes of 
edi ſication. The ſubtilty of their diſtinctions 
without difference, and the art of explaining 


away the obvious meaning in terms ambiguous 


or SnintelBacble. as it is too much refined for 
common ſenſe and common honeſty, has been 
often made the inſtrument of urpoles ; 


and ſo applied, as to puzzle the cauſe which 


it pretended to clear up, and by raiſing a maſt 


EE ved, and in the 


event to elude the obligation of the _— 


which contradicted their ſyſtem. 
Thus in the caſe of oaths: tho they are in 


— 


general allow'd to bind the conſcience, yet We 


ve been told by ſome of their notable caſu- 


iſts, that, where the intereſts of the 'church 


are concerned, the cafe is ſpecial, and faith is 
not to be kept with Heretic and that ſub- 
jects are abſolved from their allegiance to an 
Heretical ſovereign. Look back into the hiſ- 
tory of former times, you will ſind the | iv 
of this doctrine exemplified in cruel perſecu 

tions and wicked conſpiracies 3 and Proteſtants 
on many. occaſions have n treated, as a] 


{22.3 


_ they were not entitled to the offices of com» 


mon juſtice and humanity. 
And further with to their corban, or 
"votive giſts for pious uſes, it is not to be won- 


dered that their caſuiſtry y ſhould be determined 
in favour of fuch ap Arran fince they are 
Intereſted parties in he caſe. If, upon this oc- 
cafion, a man of plain common ſenſe ſhould 
alledge that charity begins at home, and that he 
is under a prior obligation to provide for tboſe, 
to whom he ſtands engaged by a prior relation 
of nature, he will be perhaps told 54 ſome 
holy father, that all private regards m 

Way to publick, and that 1t is more — 2 
to give for the ſervice of the altar, than to 
provide for his parents—and that in ſuch a 
caſe, where the intereſts of the church are fo 
much affected, he might venture to diſpenſe 
with the obligation to the fifth commandment. 
'Thus it hath often happened that the treaſury 
. of holy mother church hath been enrich'd 
with large donations ; which indeed, more 
agreeably to the will of God, might have been 
applied to domeſtick uſes, where they were 
Expected and wanted. 

But moreover, beſides the hits of 1 
rance and hypocriſy, our Saviour 8 
woe againft the Phariſees for their injuſlice and 
cruelty to the people: that they, ho fat in 
Miſes feat, who were the authoritative inter- 
preters of the law, defrauded them of the 
means of inſtruction: that they took _ 

rom 
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from them the key of knowledge—that they 
really diſcouraged free inquiries, and the ſtudy 
of true religion and virtue: that they ſhut up 
the kingdom of” heaven againſt men; they entered 
nat in themſelves, and them that were entering in 
they hindered. | | | 

And are not the Romani/?s equally affected 
by this cenſure ? do not they, who claim to 
themſelves an excluſive right of interpreting 
the divine law, induſtriouſly keep their people 
in the dark, under a blind implicit faith, in 
every article impoſed by church authority? 
do they not in every ſhape diſcourage a 44 
examination into the principles of their religi- 
on ? do they not in the moſt emphatical ſenſe 
take away the key of. knowledge from the 
ple, by not allowing them the free and unli- 
cenced uſe of the holy ſcriptures, which were 
written for their lezrning ?—But after all 
what reaſon do they alledge in vindication or 
excuſe of ſuch proceeding ?—Sxch indeed, as 
would equally exclude the uſe of every good 
thing in the world; for the very beſt things 
may be abuſed, Do they ſay, that this pro- 
ceeds from a principle of tenderneſs for the 
people, left they ſhould wre the ſcripture 
to their deſtruction? but what then ſhould be 
duly inferred from thence ? not the exclu/icn 
but the better regulation of the means, or the” 
neceſſity of greater care in giving inſtruction? 
But, after all, what is the true cauſe? is it not 


1 
rather the apprebenſion of ſome danger rom. a 
© free enquiry, and from making the holy ſcri- 
ptures the teſt of truth, and the rule of faith? 

for every one that doth evil hateth tbe light, neither. 
cometh be 10 the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be 
reproved, 

Carry on your views throughout their whole 
_ eccleſiaſtical polity—their 2 as well as 

publick capacity their diſpoſition and man- 
ners — principles and practiſes you will find 
the Romaniſis guilty of thoſe very faults which 
our Saviour has ſo ſeverely condemned 1 in the 

conduct of the Phariſees. 

It is well known that the common people, 
being merely ſuperficial obſervers, are moſtly 
affecicd by external appearances and oſtenta- 
tion of piety. Now the Phariſees, being art- 
ful maſters. of addreſs, were ready to improve 
this diſpoſition to their own adv They 
were continually attempting ſome plauſible 
novelty, which might engage their attention ; 
they made ſome new refinements on the law 
of "Moſes: they introduced many new rites 
and ordinances ; theſe they dignified with the 
title of traditionary doctrines. On the ob- 
ſervance of theſe, they laid the greateſt ſtreſs: 
and on this aceount, in the eye of the world, 
they appeared more holy than other men. 
Thus, with regard to the fourth command- 
ment, they were not contented with the plain 
obvious 45 but they added their own gloſ- 
les, and comment, Ag the obligation b 

an 
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and ſtraining the letter to an unwarrantable 
| of rigour ; inſomuch as, out of a prin- 
ciple of piety, to ptohibit acts of charity and 
humanity. In ſhort, they were fond of ſin- 
gularity, and ſtudious to make innovations 
and, to keep up a greater ſhew of holineſs, 
they brought in ſeveral new inſtitutions; theſe 

came ſuperadded to the Levittical ſyſtem, which 
in itſelf was ſufficiently operoſe and burden- 


ſome 


And is not this the cafe of the Romaniſs ? 
do not they act upon the ſame principle, with 
a view to the ſame end? have not they, through 


an oſtentation of extraordinary piety, intro- 


duced into the church, a ſet of new rites and 
inſtitutions ? and by ſuch innovations, have 
corrupted the ſimplicity of the goſpel ? In 
truth, their ritual is become more and - 
burdenſome than the Levitical, from which 
Chrift hath made us free. Inſomuch, that to 
be an adroit maſter of ceremonies and poſtures, 
is a principal recommendation of a Prieſt offi- 
ciating. They have made religion an artificial 


ſyſtem, and are ſingularly fond of their own 


devices. To give weight and credit to theſe, is. 
their chief ambition; and, in fact, the precepts / 


of the church are more punctually obſervd 


than goſpel duties: and every new-deviſed or- 
dinance of human invention is generally re- 
commended with better addreſs, and defended 
with greater zeal, than the fundamental arti- 


cles 
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cles of the Chriſtian faith. And indeed, the 
reaſon of ſuch is apparent : for, 
where any doctrine impoſed, wants the ſanc-" 
tion of a divine authority, there all aids of 
human ſophiſtry, and human authority, become 
to give it credit and ſupport. 

Thus to mention a caſe in point---If "ry 
eminent doctor in the ſchools ſhould take the 
liberty of making ſome new refinement in the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, and ſhould ſuperadd five 
= facraments to thoſe of Chriſt's 1 inſtituti- 

„ pleading in his behalf I know not what 
dle af the fathers in the church to give 
them an air of credit and authority, what 
| would probably be the effect of ſuch an at- 

tempt ? It is eaſy to imagine, that the great 
reputation of the doctor, and the credulity of 
t people, would concur to make g 
15 the admiſſion of this new and antiſcri 
ral doctrine; and probably alſo, ſome inter | 
motives might fall in to facilitate the ſucceſs: 
and why may not one pious fraud, or ingeni- 
ous device, be admitted on the fame footing 
with others? what has been, may again be in 
like circumſtances : tis prudent to let things 
take their courle : *tis dangerous to make an 
_ over-nice ſcrutiny, which might either prove, 
or "diſprove too much. Should ſuch a ſtep 
be taken, uneaſy apprehenſions would imme- 
diately follow: the craft is in danger. Deme- 
trius and all the craftſmen at once take the 


alm; and great is Diana of the Ephefians ! 
Now 


1 | 

Now the aſſertion and defence of traditional 
doctrines is made the common cauſe, and teſt 
of Catholick piety: and now all art and ſub- 
tilty of wit is employ'd to embarraſs the diſ- 
pute, and confound common ſenſe, and the 
— of the ſchools to over - rule the au- 
thority of the goſpel. By theſe means, various 
errors and abſurdities have been adopted, ſanc- 
tified, and canonized. Thus Penance, Ex- 
treme-Un&jon, and even Matrimony were en- 
rolled in the number. And, (which is the 
moſt untoward, and miſchievous circumſtance 
of this proceeding) blunders [g] once eſta- 
bliſhed muſt be perpetuated, ſince they cannot 
be retracted conſiſtently with the ſuppoſition 
of infallibillity. | a 

But further with regard to outward appear- 
ances we find the Phariſees took care, that their 
garb and habit, as well as manners, ſhould be 
diſtinguiſhed by an oftentatious kind of fngu- 
larity : they loved to walk in long clathing : they 
made broad their phylaferies, and enlarged the 
borders of their garments. By this diſtinction 
they defigned to attract the eyes, and com- 
mand the reverence of the people. God had 
indeed [ Deut. vi. g.] ordered the children of 


[E] A blunder certainly gave occaſion to the admitting ma- 
trimony in the number of the ſeven ſacraments... A monk, who 
took the vulgate verſion for his au hentick ſcripture, found an 
expreſs proof of this, viz. Hoc ſacramentum eff magnum: the 
brethren run away with the ſound of the word ſacramentum, 
and admitted the doctrine. 5 2 th 
2 Iſrael 
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Icrael to bind the words of the law for a fign upon 
their hands, and. that they ſhould be as frontlets 
between their eyes : — with this inten- 
tion that they rather in a moral, than a /itera/ 
fenſe, ſhould have his commandments before 
their eyes. But they carried their thoughts no 
further than the bare lter-; and that only oat 


of the law, who, in the literal ſenſe, carried the 
greateſt ſhare of it about their perſons : and 
that it was no {mall merit, or praiſe of their 
piety, to make ſome fair outward ſhew of it, 
in the very ornaments of their dreſs. 
And is not the like obſervable in 

the: behaviour of the Romaniſis ? do not they 
affect the like oſtentation of piety in the exte- 
rior @fpearances of their ſeveral habits of dif- 
tinction ? Indeed many of their inſtitutions 
ö 
They alfo ve to walk in lang cloathing, and to 
be feen of men. Look upon the religious of 
ſeveral denominations: what a pride do they 
ſeem to take in the fuppoſed dignity of their 
reſpective orders, glorying in their honoura- 
ble badge of diſtinction, and demand a ſuitable 
degree of reverence from the deluded le, 
a3 if the ſingularity of their garb ids a 


— — 
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* 
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of their reſpeQive ſaints, of Dommick, Bene- 
2 Francis, Ignatius, &c. were conveyed, 
or repreſented in the regular habits of their 
followers. Be it obſerved, that we do not here 
y condemn the mere di/tinf{:on of habits, 

but : ſuperſtitious regard which is paid to 
them: and the falſe notions, which are often 
inſtilled into the minds of devout ignorant peo- 
ple, when they are taught to believe that re- 
liques, crueifixes, beads, pictures, &c. contain 
in them ſome inherent, or derivative virtue; 
or that the particoloured garments of the prieſt 
convey ſome ſignificant emblem of piety, or 
aid to devotion, We complain that the fuper- 
ſtition of the people in ſuch caſes is encour- 
aged, as a meritorious act of religion: they 
— —— — 
inconſiderable points: their imagination adds 
an im to trifles; the cordelier will not 
part with an inch of his dignified cord: yea, 
the bigotted friar thinks, that in his bleſſed 
ſcapularſy Rennie bes him the n of 
his ſalvation. 
It hath been in er remark'd, that the 
Phariſees made the greateſt ſhew of their piety 
in the punctual obſervance of the ceremonial- 
law: herein they affected to appear 'more 
holy than other men. They made clean "the 
jy F3 of the cup and platter: they uſed 
frequent ſprinklings and waſhings, by which 
they would be thought to cleante themſelves 


* 
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from all impurity, contracted by their mix- 
ture with prophane things and perſons, in com- 
mon life. They by no means defraud the 
prieſt of his dues: they were punctual in theſe 
minute matters: they paid tithe of mint, aniſe, 
and cummin; at the ſame time they neglected 
duties of more weighty importance. On the 
whole, they obſerved ritual ordinances with a 
rigorous nicety, eſpecially ſuch as were founded 
on authority merely human, and the tradition 
of the elders. In caſes of this kind they were 
very exemplary, and gain'd the reputation of 
extraordinary ſanity 3 their character was 
held in reverence by the people : and on this 
account their authority and example was like 
to prove more dangerous in its influence. 
And do the NRamaniſis fall ſhort of the Pha- 
riſees in this reſpect? do not they in the lite- 
ral, as well as moral ſenſe, make clean the out- 
fide of the cup and platter ? Vea they allo have 
their waſhings and ſprinklings, their holy wa- 
ter, — of —— &c. they ap- 
pear to be more concerned about theſe external | 
ications, than the mora/ purpoſes contained | 
in them. They alſo ſhew a moſt conſcientious 
punctuality in certain minute matters, in pay- 
bihe of mint, aniſe, and cummin, while 
they negle&t the weightier matters of the law, 
mercy, - juſtice, and judgment; while they 
defraud the ſervice of the altar in a more im- 


portant branch by the impropriation of reve- 
nues, which regularly ſhould be appropriated 
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to the maintenance of the nh 
© They ſeem rather to invert the order of things, 

and, inſtend of attending to the plain moral 
duties of the goſpel, place the main part of 
their religion in t obſervance of certain ritual 
minute circumſtantial points, which God hath 
not required in his written law: ſuch as are 
rather the effects of mere wil wor ſbip, which 
we find on a like occaſion condemned by St. 
Paul; and indeed, the chief praiſe —— their 
piety is contained in ſuch oaks of ſu 
* touch not, taſte not, handle not, which all 
are periſh with the ujing | or. the abuſe, 
Ty. Aen. after the commandments and doc 
trines of men ; which things have indeed-a ſbem 
of wiſdom in will-woorſhip and humility, and in 
Ks rom of the body, not in any lane r0 the 
ſatisfying of the fleſh... 
By ſuch arts the Phariſces kept up the out- 
ward fair appearances of religion; and, in 
conſequence of this, their reputation and in- 
fluence among the people. But he, ue knew 
what was in begin condemns them in this reſ- 
r guilty of infincerity and hypocriſy ; 

likens 1 to whited ſepulchres, appear - 
ing beautiful outwardlyz but within full of 
all uncleanneſs. They boaſted of, their aims 
and charities, and Fakes be eſteemed more 
beneficent than other men; but all this was 
mere artifice and a falſe ſhew : for they are 
cenſured * our Saviour as an avaricious and 
rapacious 


tereſt: till at 
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rapacious ſet of men, It ſeems the opinion of 
their ſanctity . gave — accels 
and confidence among well. diſpos d people; 
they wanted not addreſs to improve their in- 
length by ſome means or other, 

they got into their hand the poſſeſſion, or di- 
rection of their fortunes: ee eee 
bouſes, and for a - pretence mate lung Prayers : 
their piety was 
* yers a mock 

It behoves e = 
they are affected by the reaſon alſo of {bis gen» 


Go conſider by what means ſuch vaſt | 
acquiſitions have been added to the patrimony 


of the church. Have not their clergy uſed 
their ſanctity for a cloak of coveroiſneſi, and 
by undue ence — purſes, - as. well as 
the conſciences of the laity, extorted large do- 


nations? What hath been the effect of pe- 


8, and commutations, and 


nances, indulgence 


ſuch like pious frauds? is it not notorious thut 


the — of many private families have 
been transfer d to the church for ſuperſtitious 
uſes, for the endowment of chantrics, ſor maſ- 
ſes, and making rener the ſouls of 
the deluded votaries? 
But that, which Nigally fell de pur 


SIT A es Pw was their ſiniſter mare, 
upon which the Phariſees acted, ſuch as de- 
ſtroyed the merit of actions, other wiſe lauda- 
ble ; mn — their prayers are 

condemned, 


—_— — — del. and their 


. 
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condemned, as not proceeding from a 
of true piety, but from vanity, rat 7 
have glory of men; it is found by 
that alittle leaven leaveneth the whole lump : 
the bad intention marreth the els of the 
whole action. For the Phariſees did a this 
merely for offentation, - that they — appear 
unto men, . — that, by ſuch appearances of vir- 
tue, the E t attract 2 admiration and 

populace. And verily they have 
their — any the — of men, which they 
- ſeek; and the condemnation, which they de- 
ſerve from God, who ſearcheth the heart. 
And do not the Romani/s appear to act upon 
like principles and motives? Look upon the 
whole ſyſtem of their religion, as laid down 
in their pontificals, rituals, breviaries, &c. 
what elſe can you think of the greateſt part, 
but as a ſcheme calculated merely for external 
appearances, and oſtentation of piety ? all 
r alſo do, to be ſern of men. With 
E to their boaſted charities--=we cannot 
help obſerving, that the motive and manner 
_ of giving ſpoils the merit of the giſt, and va- 
rious donations for pious uſes, ftand as fo . 
monuments of the Fun- glory / 
* Wich re to their ſtated faſts as wilt as 

afts---thele are multiplied to a d 

without neceſſity, — ale They m. 
deed, like the Phariſtes, magnify the merit of 
their bodily ſervices : they appear unto men 


IT” Such r exerciſes of rigour 
D and 
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and - auſterity tend to beget in the mindꝭ of 
the people; an high opinion of their ſanctity: 
they are ambitious/of popularity, herein they 
ſucceed, and from thence draw no ſmall ad- 
vantage: they {eek the praiſe of wen,” rather 
than the praiſe Which cometh from God: and 
from the manner of their expreſſing their zeal 
in points of religion, we are led to 'conclude, 
that they would fooner venture to tranſgreſs 
one of the ten commandments, than an indif- 
terent poſitive inſtitution, or ordinance of 
Weir ehurch la 72d bueno oi youbogrtiirw 
But after all. in What other view can ve 
conſider ſuch acts of bodily diſcipline; thau as 
inſtrumental means in order to a moral end 
and we ſhall be convinced, that the outward 
ſhew will not avail, without the principles ef 
internal piety. For a man to afflict his ſoul, to bow 
den bit bead like a bull. ruſ. uit in ui 
this a faſt, and an acceptable day unto the Lord? 
And in the next place, as to their prayers, 
their multiplicity and prolixity, their 'paxpenoyuie 
and GaſrννEs, both their matter and manner 
lavour too much of the Phariſee; ſo much 
aſſectation of the ſm of godlineſs that: one 
Would be at Toſs 0 find out the powerd If 


indeed we look into their churches, We m 
perceive a great deal of religious bufineis 
carried on at every altar; a number of maſſes, 
 Ave-Maries, prayers to fuints, &c. We may 
ſee the prieſts, not only ſtanding in the ſyna- 
gogues, but in the corners of the ſtreets,” in 
bas N publick 
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publick places, to be ſeen of men, and mutter - 
ing over the ĩimpoſed talk of certain portions, of 
their breviary. This may perhaps, in the eyes 
of the common people, carry the appearance of 
extraordinary devotion; but ſurely; no unpre- 
judic'd man can ſay, that this is a rational wor- 
ſhip of God, or the true {pint of chriſtian; piety. 
Certain it is that our Saviour chiefly con- 
demns the Phariſees for their diſſimulation and 
bypacriſy-: but he withal taxes them with a 
heavy charge of pride and vain glory; Not- 
withſtanding the outward ſhew of holineſs and 
afſectation of humility, they were the moſt ar- 
rogant and ambitious. men, ſond of popular 
ptaiſe, and power, and every honourable mark 
of diſtinction: they loved the uppermoſi rooms at 
feaſtt, and the, chief feats in the Synagagues, and 
WIE in the. markets, and. 7 be an of men 
Sy And are not the Romonils mad alſo in 
this cenſure? Conſider, the, ſupreme head of the 
church univerſal, his 7 titles and pom- 
pous prerogatives: what leſs is implied in his 
claim of ſupremaey and abſolute domination 
over the Lord's heritage doth he not exalt 
bimſelf not only above all biſhops, who are 
his equals. mn authority, but alſo gx 29 the 
kings of the earth? do not his legates, by vir- 
tue uf a derivative eminency, claim the upper- 


moſt ſeat and precedency all others — And 


moreover, hath he not, according to the plan 
- the * * 8 his great * 
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the equality of bi As. 
longer ſubſiſts: but the diftinchon of 
r eee and the epi 
that this is, really Jo is ſufficiently Am 
from a book. of undeniable authority, the Cate» 
chiſmus ad Parochas, where. this inn is put 
in form . Quot ſunt ordines m_eceleſia? Reſp. 
Septem. And praꝝ now in the enumeration of 
ü ſeven, do you find that eprecpary 13.named 
at all? No: there is no mention at all made of 
it as a diſtinct ar der, but only of the Preſbyte- 
rate, in which, it was ſuppos d to be in vulved. 
juriſdiction might N not inherent in the 
order of hiſhops, as ſuch, but, as derived from 
18 : the 


$ as 


no 
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the Pipe, and "conveyed in the dellvery of the 
— ines 12 7 father e of 
council of Trent will plainly perceive the 
perplexity and diſtreſs of the court of 
 Rbhic on this intereſting point; and may fro 
hence account for the variety of artifices uſed 15 
elude or over - rule the debate on this head. Lay 
then, on the whole, that „as fuch, being 
a leveling or degrading ſcheme, and all in or- 
der to 2 dize ons man aboye all others in 
the Chriſftian church, is ſo far Fntiepiſcopal and 
virtually ol onion And, on the other 
hand, the aſſertion of epiſcopacy, with its inhe- 
rent rights and powers, is the moſt effectual 
defence of the Proteſtant cauſe, and bullwark 
inſt , 
But * 1 we cid on our views 
throughout all the religious orders in the 
church of Rome, we ſhould find them by = 
rity of reaſon alſo involved in the c 
ambition and pride, which our Saviour brin ne 
againſt the Pbari ern. They all appear, ami 
the profeſſions of voluntary humility, infected 
_with — — leaven, they all ſtrive for 
the uppermoſt feats, and diſtinguiſhing marks 
of honour: they all claim * over 
the laity, and at the ſame time have their ſeve- 
ral contentions themſelves for 
cy and ſuperiority. Even the mendicant = 
will pride himſelf in 18. dignity of his 
on, and demand a ſuitable reſpect to his perſon. 
And as to that particular inſtance of ambition 
D 3 8 and 
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and vanity, to be called of men Rabbi Radl — 
this has even been a principal 
doctors of the church. Men — 
— and pi — ever be 


F ban in matter or — 15 way 


tempted ; they think it expedient to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by — ſingularity of. principles or 


practiſes, to Aike out ſomething new or un- 
common, which may excite the curioſity and 
attention of the publick : there is the appear- 
ance of ſome boldneſs and bravery in advancing, 
and ſome ſhare of wit is ſhnewn in ſupporting a 
paradox: every novelty will have ſome admi- 
rers and abettors. Thus the author by degrees 
gets into vogue and acquires a reſpectable name 
among the Doors of the church, and perhaps 
at length obtains what he had been aiming at, 
viz. the honour, of becoming the founder or 
head of ſome {eR, obiloſophical or religious; 
and from thenceforward to be called of ws 
Rabbi Rabbi. H tte t , 

Thus it happen'd in 8 of the 
church: the Scholaſtick doctors, men of the 
moſt ſubtile wit, ſtruck out ſome new light ; 
{ome new hypotheſis, or curious notion was 
lee. nen and Ne the authors 

U a! Een 
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acquired high reputation for their uncommon 
_ learning; revered by their reſpective followers, 
diſtinguiſhed and *dign ied" by their” ſeveral 
titles of | honour : f uch as Doc ros Aigelieng 
Subrtilis, Profundus, Irrefroga bilts, &c. And 
indeed there ſeems not a more probable cauſe, 
which has given birth to errors and herefies than 
this ambition of appearing the tad of à ſect, 
and being called by men Nalbi. But, after all, 
it behoves us to conſider that this phariſaical 
vanity is inconſiſtent with our Chiſtian charac- 
ter; it behoves us to remember the admonition 
which our Saviour gave to his diſciples, in 
contradiction to the practiſe of the Phariſees * 
bur be not ye called Rabbi, for one is Jour maſter, 
even Chriſt, and ye are brethren, 
I ſhall now mention another quality in the 
character of theſe Phariſees, the very reverſe 
of diſſimulation and hypocriſy : viz. the vio- 
lence: of the ac ch they exerted, in order 
to inereaſe the numbers of their followers, and 
inhance the credit of their ſect. They compaſ- 
fed ſea und land to make one pruſelyte: and, when 
he ir made; they male bim two-fold more the 
child of leil thun themſetves. This they call'd'a 
zeal for the glory of God, and the intereſts of 
his religion: whereas the true motive of this 
proceeding” was no other than their 'own am- 
bition; and the end, the advancement of their 
own honour and intereſt. This was what they 
principally aimed at, and under falſe pretences 
carried on with ſucceſs. They did indeed 
8 make 


* 


[ "hy * 
We '2 convert of an Heathen: by baptiſm ; 


and cireumeifion they admitted him into the 


Jewiſh church, but ſo, as to make him not 


perly and trul) a-Aifciple of "Moſes, but ra- 


Rr of the Phariſees ;' and, in order to prinei- 
Wim aright, the vive him an adulterated 
Item” of morality, not the genuine precepts 
of the divine law, but the rules of their par- 
ticular ſect and the tradition of the elders. 
And do the Nomaniſts fall ſhort of the Pha- 
ö „en in this branch of their character? are not 
they equally zealous in making converts to their 
wth they 40% compaſs ſea and land for this pur- 
Poſe: no art is wanting for the conduct, no 
pains "ſpared in the execution of the ſcheme. 
igottry and ſuperſtition carry always with 
them a buſy fpirit ; theſe ' ztal6ts think they 
do God ſervice, when they make themſelves 
thus ſnſtrumental to inereſſe the number of his 
de, and daily add to the chureb ſueh as they 
think could not otherwiſe be ſaved. Indeed 
we are far from condemning this Principle ; but 
we rather wiſh it was engaged in a better 
cauſe. They have indeed a zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge, for in the preſent caſe it 
is miſupplied and perverted. They are indeed 
indefatigable in the work of making converts: 
but converts to ' Popery, rather than to true 
chriſtianity : and more labour is one through 
in teaching the 'precepts of their church, the 
commandments of men, than the will of Goa, 
and the doctrines of the goſpel. And it is 
| generally 


* 


7 * 


* * 
* 


gew obſerved, 2 converts are more * 


FRO in the expreſſion of their zeal; and 

want of 2 knowledge, which Would 
| — their judgment, are ſoon made two- 
fold more bigots than themſelves. 

It muſt indeed be allowed, that they are 
N and aſſiduous in their endeavours, and 
ſeillful in, all arts of addreſs: they became ail 
things unto all men, that; they may. gain ſome to 
their party. . And I cannot help adding my 
wiſhes, that Proteſtants would exert an equal 
zeal in propagating the principles of true chriſ- 
tianity. But in this reſpect the Romaniſts are 


more ſucceſsful, as 5 as more induſtrious. 


We perceiye the different effe& of their appli- 
cation among the Indians in America. They 
intereſt themſelves greatly in making them 
converts, upon reaſons political, as well as re- 
Jigious; — have much the advantage in the 
very appearance of things, and in the manner 
of addreſs to a ſuperſtitious and ignorant peo- 
ple: for they are taught to model and repre- 
— the Chriſtian, va in ſuch a way, as 
beſt ſuits the diſpoſition and notions of the par- 
ties, to whom it is ed. Beſides they 
have a great deal of external ſhew and 
in religion, ſuch as is calculated to excite at- 
tention and admiration. They give out their 
leſſons of chriſtianity together with their beads, 
religues, crucifixes, &c. in which: there is ſup- 


poſed to be ſame nnn 3 


parade 


= 
* 
* 
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the application, of ſuch | material ſenſible tokens 
is apt to have more upon uncivilized and 


barbarous, minds, than the moſt forcible ab- 


ſtract ing, or the ſimplicity of the goſpel 
Joctrines. And in fact, 7 examination * 
thele converts, it has been found, that the pri 
eiples of reli 7 5 which they had learned, were 
* Füge n Popiſb chriſtianit. 
On this occaſion we juſtly complain of. the 


9 aig are led to, remark the great 
difleryice,. which they have done to the com- 
mon cauſe of Ar ang, For, fince they 

ſet up an exaluſive claim and privilege of ore 

the hof y catholick church, and with an high hand 
obtrude their doctrines for the word be God, 
doctrines of their own invention, yea, and 

_ contraxy to reaſen, as well as ſeripture hat 
hath, been the effect of ſuch, proceeding ? it 
feems many TI] inquiſitive thinking men, upon 
diſcovery, of ſeveral fallacies in the arguments, 

and frauds in the managers, have been induced 

to queſtion the truth of the Whole Chriſtian 

1 yſtem, and to become ſcepticks or deiſts, re- 0 
jecting that rev elation as unworthy of God, 
3 aß under ſtood by the Romaniſts, appears 


Ib) Tis probable that a certain noble author of our own 
dation, who has, wrote ſome pieces in behalf of infidelity, fell 
into. this ſnare, being milled by ſuch ohſervations. He had 
long lived in Popith cduntries: Popery was the only ſcheme of 
with which he Was 9 : a perſoh of his 

acute wn uifitive genius could not but diſcery, the falſchood of 
this: he Rad room to raiſe objections: he ſeems merely 
from — miſrepreſentation of Chriſtianity prompted, to argue 


agzunſt the whole ſyitem. 
to 


I 43 ] 
to contain notions contriry to common ſenſe, 
and the prineiples of reaſoon 20 
We allow that the Romaniſts expreſs ver 
zeal for their religion: we approve the 


ple, and with it was rightly directed, à 15 
according to knowledge; but upon what proba- 
ble grounds, or und what obligations, either 
general or ſpecial, they ſhould" be induced to 
act offenſively, and to make converts in this 
— wo kingdom, of which they are 155 | 
fition to the laws of the land, 
well as — light of the goſpel, is not eafily 65 
be accounted for. Vet it is ſound by experi, 
ence, that this buſy plauſible principle of 2 
often prompts them to — and hazar- 
dous undertakings. There is a praiſe of ſome 
brayery in the adventure; and every inſtance 
of ſucceſs is more meritorious in proportion 3 
the difficulty and danger of the attempt. Per- 
haps the lenity of our government may be per- 
verted into a motive of encouragement: and, 
as they are not reſtrained by the execution of 
ſanguinary laws, or fear of any puniſhment, 
they may creep into houſes, and make converts 
among a vicious and unthinking people. For 
indeed, while we conſider the ſtate of morals 
in chis licentious age, we may perceive withal 
leſs reaſon to wonder at ſuch an event; for 
where probably ſhould Popery gain ground, 
but among thoſe, who do not appear to act 


u pon any chriſtian principle? for it r 


\ 
* d 

> \ 
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* 
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the * 


of 
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I» 


* 
- 


fo ere t. 


practiſes of the er and the — in 

many remarkable inſtances: it now remains that 
F confider' the common principle upon which 
the corrupt practices off theſe ſects are 
btilt: thus laid down by Chriſtin the laſt clauſe 
of my text: Thus have ye made the command. 
rn er effect through your traditions.” 


No fince the influence of this Fee 
become ſo extenſive, it will not be impro- 
Tr to enter into a | diſquiſition on 
this head; and to trace out the vi and propreſs- 
of this new © zurch- authority, which was, ad 
is ſtill advanced in eh die Trending” 
rule of God's written word. | 
2 to be obſer ved, that by the traditivh 
of the elders, ly and Ily, nothing 
more 9 — the . 0 W 
gment of the "Jewiſh church univerſally 
ed, and — down; and accordingly, 
in controverted caſes, properly applied for the 
better underſtanding of the law and the pro- 
pbets. So far as 7h:5, their proceeding appears 
very ju/t and rational; as in all countries com- 
mon uſage is with good reaſon taken in, in order 
- — indeterminate meaning of any 
Now the Phariſees ed a moſt re- 

for the traditions of the elders; 


while they kept — 


[ 4s J 
and * tention. But by degrees the 
perverted * — —4 


poles ; they 2 r 0 POjs: 


as it Was... —— there was. 


Jewiſh, church. „And chus 2, new: 7 —— of 
rites and ordinances, of inſtitution merely 4. 
man, vas incorporated unto the Hyitera of thei 
an. Denen 
Such was the tate of things in Our Saviour's 
time, which gave occaſion to thoſe .cenfures, 
which generally acoompanai the mention of 
— — And, in der to enlarge our 
views of the caſe, it will. be of ſome uſe to 
whe pray Wt of the - Jewith- hiſtorian: 
who thus briefly ſets damn the diſtinguiſhing 
nen and that of their anta- 
goniſts 
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ponifts the Sadducees.— B. xiii. 10. H wor> 
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Now, according to the 2 here: 3 
the Sadducees by the Jewiſh | hiſtorian, 
the general face of things, they appear to 

de leſs in the wrong than the Phariſees. They 
refuſed to admit the traditions of the elders as 
a'rule of faith and manners: and ſurely their 
condutt is not blameable on this account; they 
acted on a right principle, when juſtly ſtated 
and applied. But it is probable that they 
carried this on to an unreaſonable degree of 
rigour, and were influenced by wrong mo- 
tives, being not willing to admit the probable 
proof of any doctrines, which ſuited not their 
— Nothing leſs than the dixect 
and expreſs letter of would ſatisfy 
them; this they ſtrictly inſiſted on: they di- 
allowed the manner of reaſoning uſed 4 the 
Phariſees,” drawn from the general ſcope and 
tenour of ſcripture, and rejected their deduc- 
tions, though — pra to: * virtually 
r eim u 
yrs Ni uten Iten CELS Tis 
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Tis not improbable that in the troubled 
ſtate of Aber, under the domination of 
Antiochus and the Heathen governors, the 
Jews, mixing with the — might receive 


ſome tincture of their evo an gg. which they 
adopted into their ſeveral ſyſtems. Accord- 
ingly the Phariſees, on account of the ri- 
gidneſs of their principles and ſeverity of 
manners, are repreſented as a ſort of — 
Wager Anoia digt t. Ty rag EN Lrwny Meyojpeln- 
So, on the other hand, the Sadducees, Who 
conſiſted chiefly of the richer ſort, approached 
nearer to the; Epicureans, being libertines in 
principle and practice, and on this account un- 
willing to allow the immortality of the foul, 
and a future ſtate, &c. The —— of 
what is here ſuggeſted is not improbable. 


But, however this may be, tis to be obſerved. 


chat the Phariſees, at their firſt ſetting! out (as 
indeed moſt of the religious ſects generally in; 

the beginning have ſome: ſhew of reaſon on 
their ſide), were favoured by certain advanta- 
geous circumftances, which concurred to eſta- 
bliſii their credit. It ſeems they had a diſpute 

with the Sadducees, a ſet af more looſe 
principles, concerning the immortality of the 
ſoul— the reſurrection of the body the exiſt- 
ence of angels, and ſpirits, &c. Thee were ab- 

ſtruſe points, the proof of which Was not di- 
rect and expreſsly delivered in ſcripture,” but 
to be inferred from analogy and general tenour. 


Now uin * this argument —. * ; 
0 


13 


traditionary judgmen 


'£ ſome doctrine contained in 2 7 
* we — — env nh 
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fo much {kill, and fuggeeded fo well, that 
r 
and more 


pep dee the better ciſpuranrs 
opinion. For, in the 


ds raining hey they drew their ar- 
in f. their hypotheſis, from 


the tt ſoope ph cri of holy writ, and con- 
firmed the in in their favour, by the 
te by the univerſal conſent 


and teſtimony of the Jewiſh church; in which 
the doctrine was always underſtood in that 


the mac of pure 


cloſely to the ſtudy of the law, were | 
to have hit u — 1 Irrenn of in- 
taking in the ſupplemental aid 
And, 4s at the fame time . 


terpretation, 
of tradition. 
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Thus the Phariſees were grown into high 
oſteem; and now, feeling the increaſe of their 
influence, they ſoon began to have ambitious 
views, and make their popularity the inſtru - 
ment of, adyancing . an ſecular intereſts in 
every ſhape; they abuſed the credulity of the 
people to their own advantage, and by de- 
— became lords over their faith; they acted 
manner without controul, ſit- 

i ſeat of Moſes ; and introduced, a 
variety of ritual obſervances, not warranted, 
or enjoined by the Levitical law, but merely 
creatures of their own. invention, under the 
notion of traditions of the elders. Thus did 
they miſapply that reſpectable name to ſanctify 
their own doctrines, and every religious cere- 
mony which. they thought fit to impoſe. © 
But here we muſt alſo obſerve * manner 
of their proceeding, as being conducted with 
the greateſt art and cunning. For they laid 


down this poſtulatum, as the foundation aff * 1 


their ſcheme, viz. that the law delivered by 
God, was two-fold: the written law hate 6 
indeed is IV and only ſuch) and the ex- 
poſition of that t law by oral tradition, delivered 
firſt by God to Moc, and then by him to 
Joſhua, and ſo handed down to the Proghlte, | 
and by them to the doctors of the grea t na- 
gogue. As matters thus ſtood, theſe autho- 

rized interpreters of the law, Wäho ſate th 
Moſes ſeat, theſe maſters. and managers of ur 


dice had it in their power to adopt 
E . ae 


1 ] 
ſanctify any religious uſages, which they 
thought proper. And by the event it appeared, 
that they had in this reſpect indulged their 
fancies, even to a degree of wantonneſs, con- 
tinually making ſome new improvements upon 
the ſcheme of ritual ordinances, till, at length, 
the vital ſubſtantial parts of religion were en- 
tirely loſt in hypocriſy and ſuperſtition. 

Such was the ſtate of things when our Sa- 
viour came among them: and from the goſ- 
pel hiſtory it appears, that they made the 
main of their religion to conſiſt in the obſer- 
vance of certain rites and ceremonies; and thoſe 
for the moſt part not ſtrictly legal, and of di- 
vine inſtitution, but merely traditional, and of 
human appointment: their attention was wholly 
engaged in explaining and recommending their 
on oral traditions, the creatures of their own 


imagination; ſo that the written law of God 
Was but im 
theſe doctors, and not much regarded by the 


perfectly ſtudied, and explained by 


people. In fact, the ſtate of religion was 
then entirely corrupted: tbey- taught for doc- 
trines the commandments of men, and made void 
the commandments of God through their traditi- 
ONS. 


\The application of what I have offered, 1 


ſo very obvious, that, while I have been ſpeak - 


ing of the Phariſees, you might imagine that 
all along I have been deſcribing the Roman- 


ils. Such a ſimilitude there appears in both 
dthceſe ſects as to principle and practice, ſpringing 


m 
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from the ſame common — this: tradition a 


bf the elders. 


- You will carry — with you what bath 
keen-obfhivedy as to the manner in which the 
Phariſees managed their diſpute with the Sad- 
ducees: viz. that, for determining the contro- 
verted ſenſe of ſcripture, they appealed to the 
tradition of the elders, or, in other words, to the 
concurrent judgment and teſtimony of the 
Jewiſh church. This they did with good ſuc- 
ceſs, as well as good reaſon : the t of 
authority, joined to the reaſon of the thing, car- 
ried with it conviction ; they were generally 

t to be on the right ſide of the queſtion; 
e ſect of the Phariſees was now held by 
the people in the higheft eſteem. 

Lou will further obſerve the arrogance and 
preſumption of theſe men, upon gaining this 
advantage. They ſoon abuſed the credulity and 

it aun of the- people, and}; unde the. 

plauſible notion of traditional doctrines, ob- 
truded their own fond devices. 

' -— You will alſo obſerve the bold ſtep which 

they took to juſtify this proceeding : viz. they 

advanced a precarious ſuppoſition, that there 


was an unwritten, as well as a written law, 
delivered immediately by God, and all 

ed in the church: that the latter was 
to be interpreted conſiſtently with the formes, 
of which they were the {ole guardians and 


Uiteaors. On this foundation, they built that 


2. : £42 abſurd 


. 
abſurd ſtem of „and all 
that of corruptions bote in principle 
and practiſe, which gave occaſion to thoſe re- 
and cenſutes, ſo frequently "Ge | 
againſt them by our bleſſed Saviour. 1 
Let us now apply theſe — to Ca- 
tholick-tradition, as underſtood and uſed by the 
church of Rome. ' How | ahke the occaſon, 
wich gave riſe and reputation to both theſe 
ſects ? how alike the progreſs, and the ſeveral 
effects? vir. that medly of een ſpring⸗ 
oo eng) abr ware ore — ay. 
© Here then it is to be obſerved, that, whenever 
any Hereticks aroſe denying any fundamental 
article of faithi, the orthodox fathers of the 
primitive church, in the courſe of the diſpute 
weth them, did, by way of additional ſupport 
to their arguments drawn from ſcripture, ap- 
peal to Catholic tradition, or to the concurrent 
teſtimony and univerſal t of the chriſ. 
tian church in all times, and all places, as un- 
derqctanding the ſcripture” in chat very ſenſe 
which they maintained. This manner of 
reaſoning generally produced its due effect, the 
CR of errour and the eſtabliſhment of 
truth. Thus Catholick tradition became a 
popular and venerable name. DA> JILL, 44 
In theſe cireumſtances of the church, there 
ſoon pereeiv ann miglit be made 
of thus principle, and the ignorance of tlie 
people under their direction. They accordingly 


ventured 


L 33 
ventured On the e f t 3 and in this in- 
ſtance, as they acted under no controul, they 
indulged their on fancies in the invention, 
and, 45-6 introduced. many new doctrines 
and ordinances: and tradition, of which they 
were the judges and managers, was made the 


inſtrument of their policy, and was applied to | | 


give a ſanction to their novelties, and to re- 
commend them to the general acceptance with 
an air of credit and authority. Succeeding 
doctors of the church, and ſubtile ſchoolmen, 
took the liberty of making ſome reſinements 
upon the — of their predeceſſors: the 
pious frauds were carried on with ſucceſs; the 
people implicitly admitted whatever doctrines 
were ſed on them under this reſpectable 
notion of church traditions. Theſe, through 
the great variety of new fancies, were continu- 
ally encreaſed; and at laſt were ſo managed, 
as to be incorporated into the general ſyſtem, 
and to be put upon the ſame foot of authority 
with the doctrines contained in the ſcriptures 
themſelves. 

2 ow it is Laa that, i in this reſpedt 4 
after the Phariſees ; they 
= uſe 5 the indirect means in order 
to the ſame end. And accordingly they alſo 
_ Giftinguiſh the law of God into two kinds, 

viz. the written law. contained in the books of 
the old and new teſtament - and the unwritten 
law, d be will of God delivered by nyt 
mouth from Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, 

| , E 3 tranſmitted 


1 4 

tranſmitted down to the . times, through 
the ſucceſſive doctors of the church by. oral 

tradition, of which they themſelves are the 
ſole judges and ; ies nl Thus it came to 
pals, that inventions, merely human, unwritten, 
yea and antiſcriptural doctrines, have been 
propagated, authorized, and ſanctified under 
the venerable name of church-rraditiont. And 
on this treacherous foundation ſtands the un- 
weildy pompous fabrick of Popery: which, 
being no other than the artificial corruption of 
Chriſtianity in various ſhapes, as profetied by 
the church of Rome, ſince it can have no 
countenance or ſupport from holy ſcripture, 
muſt wholly depend upon human policy: Oral 
traditions muſt be called in to its aid; and 
withal it is expedient that their importance and 
authority ſhould be highly magnified, and put 
on the level with the holy ſcriptures. Vea, 
moreover it is expedient, that the doctors of 
the church ſhould make this the principal ob- 


ject of their ſtudy, and defend this fortreſs 


with all the artillery of their wit and 
as being the main ſupport of their ca 


* 


and 


neceſſary to maintain the eſtabliſhed ſcheme of 


their eccleſiaſtical polit. 

From what hath been ſaid, I think it 
that the Romaniſts do exactly agree with the 
Phariſces, as in many other reſpects, ſo eſpe- 


cially in this general and fundamental point: 
VIZ. holding the tradition of the elders: and 
wow with a view to the {ame ends of ſecular 


policy 


L 

policy —and with the ſame miſchievous effect 
upon true religion: making thereby the command- 
ments of God of none ect. And therefore, accord- 

ing to rules of analogy, we juſtly apply to them 
the cenſure fo frequently and emphatically de- 
nounced by Chriſt againft the Phariſees ; the 
cenſure of hypicriſy, and falichood in doctrine, 


and of ſuper 


ſtition in worſhip: in van do they 
a0 iu God who teach for dofirines the command- 
ments of men, 
If now the Romaniſts ſhould retort upon 
us this queſtion, viz, does the church of Eng- 
land abſolutely reject all traditions? we an- 
ſwer, that we do abſolutely reject all {ach tra- 
ditions as are impoſed by the church of Rome 4 
ſuch as ſtand upon uncertain precarious - 
grounds, and interfere with ſome prior obliga- 
tion. For we admit only the — of God, 
as a rule of faith: and, in all inſtances of duty, 
we-obey God rather than men. And, according 
to St. Paul's exhortation, we do hold the tra- 
ditions, which we bave been taught, whether by 
word, or by ep1i/ile : that is, goſpel doctrines, 
howloever delivered to us whether by writing, 
or word of mouth. Now, ſince Paul is here 
ſpeaking of the goſpel doctrines, which he had 
been teaching the Thellalonians, how imperti- 
nent, as well as fallacious, is the application 
which the Romaniſts make of this text, in fa- 
vour of the traditions in their church? Here 
is indeed mention made of traditions and they 
E 4 * at 
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at once run away with the ſound of the word: 
but the thing intended by St. Paul will by no 
means ſerve their purpoſe. For theſe Romiſh 

traditions are not the word of God itſelf, or 
what is contained in the holy ſcriptures ; but 
5 ſomething extrinſecal, and fuppoſed to be dil- 
tin& ; this is what they adopt, and put upon a 
foot of equal authority with the written word 
of God · To ſpeak full to the point: we 
do | readily admit whatſoever | ſtands upon 
the foundation of divine authority: we diſ- 
pute with them not about the word, but the 
thing ; tis not the manner of conveyance, but 
the certainty of the delivery which 1s the point 
in — after all, do the Romaniſts al- 
any divine authority in ſupport of their 
—— nothing indeed of ths kind is pro- 
duced; but we muſt take it for granted: the 
boldneſs of the aſſertion muſt paſs for the 
proof; and for our ſatisfaction wie are referred 
to an evidence, which allows no gain - ſaying. 
or contradiction, to the authority of their 
church : that is, we are referred to hear - ſay 
evidence of fallible fallacious men, who are 
witneſles and judges in their own cauſe. W199 
_ « Beſides oral tradition, as ſuch, is too vague 
and indeterminate a thing to be admitted as a 
rule in any caſe. But theſe Popiſh traditions 
are not only unſcriptural, but often alſo anti- 
eriptitral, carrying in them ſuch internal evi- 
dence, as diſcovers marks of a forgery, and 
thereby deſtroys its ſuppoſed authenticity. We 
therefore with reaſon do reject ſuch 3 tra- 
tions 
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ditions as cunningly deviſed fables, impoſed on 
the ignorant people, and broken reeds which 
betrays the weakneſs of a cauſe which ſtands in 
need of ſuch a treacherous ſupport. 
Nevertheleſs let it not be that we 
diſclaim — regard to church authority: we 
readily pa ve deference to Catholith tradi- 
tion, 4 — ſuch: We allow due weight to 
the concurrent conſent and 3 ent of the 
Chriſtian church, as witneſſes of facts and aſ- 
ſertors of doctrines. But we cannot admit 
tradition as an immediate rule of faith and man- 
ners; for tradition in itſelf hath not the nature 
of a rule, but is rather a ſubordinate and ſup- 
plemental aid, applied for the better under- 
ſtanding and explaining ſome prior rule, al- 
ready eſtabliſhed. Thus in the caſe of church- 
vernment by biſhops. —In the caſe of 1nfant- 
in, where the words of {ſcripture are ge- 
neral and indeterminate, we are naturally led 
to enquire in what ſenſe they were underſtood, 
and practically applied by the primitive chriſ- 
tians, to whom they were originally delivered. 
And here, ſince we find their concurrent judg- 
ment and univerſal practice in favour of theſe 
inſtitutions, we do readily admit them as 
agreeable to the will of God. And further, 
with regard to the commandments of men in 
things lawful and indifferent, we pay obedience 
to them in virtue of our obedience; to a divine 
command: but we do not teach them as doc- 
trines of God” we do not impoſe them as 
points of neceſſary belief or practice; for they 
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are indeed of a mutable nature, and — 
temporary expediency ; we do not make that 

to ſalvation which God hath not re- 
quired, nor on the other hand do we preſume 
to diſpenſe with the obligation to a divine law: 
We bave not jo learned Chriſt. 
- The occation of the preſent ſolemnity would 
indeed lead me on further into enquiries of 
another kind: would lead me to conſider the 
Parallel in a political, as well as religious ca- 
pPacity: but, as the Evangel/ts are ſilent on 
this head, we muſt borrow what light can be 
had from ſome other quarter. Accordingly, 
by way of tupplement to the goſpel hiſtory in 
this point, we take in the account given of 
them by Joſephus, who himſelf was a Phariſec, 
and lived near the time of our Saviour. 
Prom him we learn in general, that the Pha- 
4 had fo great influence over the people, 
as to lead them into any perſuaſion; and to 
gain credit to every aſſertion, however injuri- 
ous to the character of their civil or eccleſiaſti- 
cal governor: renaurm 0s ex80% Ty N H 
1 n, ws na Naa Pacikus xas ide T 
autor; 71 Meyollag cu ig cu. It hath 
been already obſerved in the courſe of their 
hiftory, that, ſoon after their firſt appearance 
as a fect,” they were for many years much fa- 
voured and encouraged by Hyrcanus ; but that 
afterwards, when he withdrew his favour from 
them, they became factions and ſeditious in the 
n diſturbance to his go- 
vernment : : 


TE 
vernment : Ra 0s 0; Pagioaiu xaxw; Teo; air 
e. N. 50 8 | 
Alexander, fon and ſucceſſor of Hyrcanus, 
provoked by their diſaffection and turbulency, 
endeavoured to reſtrain them by diſcourage- 
ments in all ſhapes, and proceeded to the in- 
fliction of moſt ſevere puniſhments. -- But all 
this was attempted in vam: their popularity 
was grown now too powerful for any reſtraint. 
So that in the end, that prince, wearied out in 


the long contention, did on his death-bed give 


in charge to his wife Alexandra, to take the 
Phariſees into favour, as the only means of 
peace and ſecurity to her government. ura 
vag, em anfauͤg al ar T15 TUNG, turur vaſſeg n 
av/y To ebvog* ouvacy; ds Tory Tape TO Igdaui Tg] 85 
640 x5, Barabas tr wicous|as, xa Dinovg danwpevous 
whe oai wage yep igt Tae Tw i 
7504 wy av Cborouiſes Tr yanremev Meywou" q“ Ts 


Tg0TXg0uT as TW ehe. dia TW) ug Ne, vopoba|as un 


alſou. [Antiq. I. xi. c. 15.] 

Me here bring again into view ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances already mentioned, in order to 
form a better notion of their palitical character: 
and accordingly we proceed to obſerve, that, 
during her reign for about nine years, they had 
the power both of church and ftate in their 


hands; and in the exereiſe of this they contt- 


nually grew more inſolent and wanton ;-and 
now began to gratify their revenge on their 
adycriaries by a retaliation of former injuries. 
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gelen os i ge TaTaTagrt rr Pag aure. ag 
ertraga roy r (Baoinogar, Tula|ts as Hine Tous. 
AMZavdew reger tic BVENEY ros ox]axooiovg* aura 
allo ©Qa{ravr: Awyeny . ie M em 
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In the reign of Herod the great, they. arc ill 

repreſented under. the ſame character, as an in- 


, {editious, and powerful Party, both 

1 aud n to act in oppoſition to the 
vernment, and on occaſion to break out ſud- 
25 into rebellion, and every kind of vio- 


lence. Baoraevos dunapuers {AMTH af rgarow,. | 


Tgopbes, xax Tov T by ＋ re T0Aquety T6 N 
CA t et they managed their af- 
fore wich 12 3 — 4 had „ good an ad- 
dreſs, as to keep up a ſtrong 1 
and that chiefly by means of their influence 
over the ladies of diſtinction, to whom they. 
paid an officious attendance, and were a ſort 
7 father confeſſors, umnle c, i ywexoxeili;. 
And indeed, they experienced the effect of their 
favour on a very remarkable occaſion. For, 
when an oath of allegiance to the Romans, and 
king Herod was in general taken by the Jeuiſh 
nation, the Phariſees obſtinately liood out and 
refuſed to take the oath. Herod, for their diſ- 
obedience, condemns them to pay a conſidera- 


dle fine into his exchequer ; this was. eahily 
done: for the ſum was immediately advanced 


by a court lady. Taro; yuv ru lovdauer GG 


case di egxen'1 fem tunen. Kairage, aal Tos 
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x They appear all along to be a dillatisfied” 
reſtleſs people : they were continually carry- 
ing on — cabals and intrigues. Herod, dil- 
covering their plotting, was at length ſo much 
provoked, that he proceeded againſt them with 
the utmoſt ſeverity, and cut off the heads of 


the faction. Kat Tad oy Fa Baoikumw, 
ral 676 ran 806 v auh SlaPrigorts Tag" tas 6 N 


o1Xevg ray Ts Mapioaiuy Tug aH r ana pt. 
Upon the general view of their character, 
they were ever an unquiet and troubleſome 
ſect, ſeditious and dilaflected to all adminiſtra- 
tions of which they had not the direction, be- 
ing ever as forward to raiſe diſturbances in the 
Nate, as to make innovations in the ſcheme of 


Now, who, that reads this hiſtory, would 


not be prompted by the obvious ſimilitude of 
circumſtances to direct the application to the 
Pharifees of the church of Rome ? and more 


chriftian behaviour has diſgraced and, I had al- 
moſt ſaid, blaſphemed that holy denomina- 
tion, which they bear, in contradiction to their 
as ſervants of that maſter, whoſe 

kingdom is not of this world. Compare their 
— practices with thoſe of their 
Yeu brethren throughout the whole you 
will find a wondrous analogy ; a like _ 


eſpecially to that religious order whole un- 
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and intriguing ſpirit—like arts of gaining po- 


pularity among the — 82 and of forming 
an intereſt at court of — int 


the cloſet and cabin verning the con- 
— kings amd — —— 


: —ů— They too are ſhrewd poli- 


ble for their abilities, and for- 
— the abuſe of their influence and 


y 
power to do miſchief, and diftreſs 


every adminiſtration by which they are not 


favoured. Look into every kingdom where 
their influence hath prevailed : what hath been 
the viſible effects? Such as might of courſe 
be expected from wicked cunning, from inſa- 
tiate avarice, from cruel ambition, and malig- 


nant ſedition, whether diſappointed or trĩium- 
_ tumults, perſecutions, plots, 3 
and maſſacres. 


"The hiftory of France more eſpecially, au. 
ring the two laſt centuries, abounds with no- 
torious examples. Is there found a bigotted 
queen regent ? ſhe is at once beſet and govern - 
ed by their counſels : the Pharyſces ſoon. get 
poſſeſſion of their Alexandra, and abuſe the 
royal power in procuring their own advance- 
ment, and the extirpation of thoſe,” whom 
they call Hereticks. Hence the unrighteous 
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perſecutions of innocent ſubjects ; benoe pb- 
pular diſcontents, inſurrections, civil wars, 
murders and acts of inhumanity, authorized 
and ſanctified under the pretence of religion 
In vain were edicts publiſhed for the expulſion 


or diſcouragement: the religious incendaries 


grew too powerful to be controuled by laws; 
yea, their princes have been often awed into a 
compliance with demands, which never could 
be Cliakied ; and taught by many extraordinary 
inſtances to. dread the effects of their implacable 


reſentment. Witneſs the untimely end of the 


two Henries, openly aſſaſſinated by enthuſiaſ- 
tick zealots : a bloody ſacriſice to the revenge 
of an ungrateful — party. Need I 


mention the recent example in the m of 
Portugal, of crimes and puniſhments 


to an Engliſh ear, and not to be reflected uren 
without horror ! 

With regard to this nation, it was our 
pineſs to have been made ſenſible of our dan- 
ger, without ſuffering the miſchief. We are 
this day aſſembled to commemorate our deli- 
verance : and this anniverſary commemorati- 
on, as it reminds us of the great danger eſ- 
caped, ſhould withal excite in — hearts pro- 
portionate degrees of gratitude to our deliverer, 
and perpetuate the deteſtation of thoſe princi- 


ples, which could lead men into ſuch a horrid 


and unnatural conſpiracy. 


might enlarge upon many uſcful reflexions 
ariſing from this ubject ; but: now I ſhall 
briefly 
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briefly cloſe the whbleawith a practical inſer⸗ 
ence from the. dociine contained in my text, 
on the caution, whi&i'on this occafion our Sa- 
viour gave to his diſciples; Arabare of the leaven 
of the Nbariſbes: bewure of tie corru Wake de 
trines; Whoſe contagions Nunlit weill the 
whole fyitem of — ada 0h: 
| laſtly, with regard to eee 
weeg] in the notiomof bur ed church, 
ir hehoves us eres Surſil ves: the moral 
leſſon ſuggeſted 400 taticharacer vi. the ob- 
ligation- to a greater purity pf / doctrine, and 
holineſs of life. Without tilt ver dif diſgrace our 
holy profeſſion, and are really involved in the 
fame cenſure, which we apply to our adverſa- 
ries : according to the declaration made by our 
Saviour to his diſciples: except your rrgbteouſneſs 
exceed the righteoufaeſs ꝙ the Scribes and Phari-- 
fees, ye —— in no wiſe enter into yo oth + of 
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